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as well a5 to regions in Hwanghas, on mass enlightenment and recrtment
missions, The most vahuable thing v Eather zzined 3t Sungsil was tha comradaship of his friends, mamy
dwhmhmhngmdmemnﬂhmdsmdcmdmmmmhuﬁghagmnﬂh
Japanese. They were bright. eager and of 2 new ion of Korea. Among
ﬂnnwasLezBDSﬂﬁmPymgyangwbm:thhﬁhduha{ﬂmsdanpkyedhymiﬁm
forming the Korean Peoples Association and the March First Movement. When we lived in Bongwha-si.
Lae Bo Sik came to see my father frequently 3t our home and alzo at Myengsil school where my £xther
taught.

Baik Seh Bin (aka Baik Young M) from Nosth Pyongabn Provimes was 2 close friend of my fther. He
came from Pikiyon and acted 2 a guide whenever my Esther traveled in his area. He wa a national and
intermational lizison for the Korean People's Association InI)umbulQﬂ] Theard that Paik Se Bin

‘became an active member of the National Self D dence League in South Korea.

Park In Gwan roomed with my father when he briedly stayed at the school dormitory. In the sprng of
1917, Park got a job teaching at Kwangsun school m Unyul, Hwnaghae Province. While teaching there,
he became an active memiber of the Korean Paople’s Association. Ha was amested whila recruiting
members m Songwha, Jaervong, Hasju and ather towns of the provines and spent a yearin the Haeju
prizon. "The Peninsula and Us", a thesis witten by huz students at the school iz preserved and on display
at the Unul Library. The thesis is a witness to the revolutionary activities of the Associabion.

Oh Dong Jin was perhaps the closest associate of my father. He was a frequent house guest at our home
going back to my father's Sungsil school days. Oh Deong Jin attended Daesung School in Pyongyang,
‘which was established by Ahn Chang Ho. On account of their commen ideology that

Tapanase activities. Oh took up arms to fizht the Tapanese. Oh showed much raspect for and devotion to
oy father. His home at Yiju had so many visitors sesking his advice that he set up a visitors quarter with
it own kitchen otaff. But my £ather was abways welcome to the inner quarters and Oh's wife personally
‘prepared meals for my father, Oh and his wife visited us once and Grandms gave them a rice serving
bowl a5 a buble gift

The reason why I write 50 much sbout Oh Dong Jin is not enly because of his fiendship with my father,
but also because of his influence on me during my youth I had developed a swong kinship to Oh when I
was 3 voung boy. Oh was arrested by the Japanase police when [ was in school at Jirin (Kilrim). Years
later in March 1932, while I was trying to organize a guerrilla unit. Oh was tried at the Simyiju cout.
ThzynyMahmedhsmmalmdsmmbanﬂimpagubmﬂthngscm
document: were well over 3,500 pages in 64 volumes. His trial was delayed because of the buge crowd
that came to see him. The trial was scheduled to start in the moming, but it had to be pestponed till one
O'clock. Oh denied the accusations and than jumped on the rial judze’s stand, shouting "Long Live
Korea!”. He was escorted out and was santenced m sbsentia to hfe m prison. Oh died in prizon. News
paper articles on his court trial and 2 photo of kus travel to the Pyongyang prison were welcome
mspirations for me during a time when [ was struggling to form a guemilla umt.

Many of my fther's school mates of Sungsil became renowned revolutionaries and became the comer
stone of the Korean Pecple’s Association. After my father quit Sung=il School, he taught at Sunbwa
school in Mangyong-dae and Myonzsin School m Gangdong. He was devoted to educating the youth of
Korea and also recruiting new members for the Korean People's Association. He quit Sunsil so that he
could spend more time for revolutionary works. In 1916, Father went fo Kan-do during the summer
break T don't know how, but from there, he traveled to Shanghai and got cormected with Sun Yatsen's

‘personal atiributes, their camaraderie evelved rpidly. Oh Dong Jin met my father for the fist time in
the spring of 1910 at an athlatic meet held st an old training ground of the Vi Dynasty amuy. Seme
10,000 students from Prongyang, Pakchun, Kangsuh, Youngyn and other towns were at the mest,

P47 wa o follow Japan model and adopt Japanese culture. My fther vebemently denounce

st Party of China, My £ather thought bighly of Stm 2= the forervrmer of the progressive
elements of China and said that the new Laws of Chins that allowed ons day of rest per week and cutting
ofF the pigtails worn by men were realized tharks to the Chinese bourgeoizie.

Fathr liked the "Three Mm" slogans of Sun's party: people, people’s rights and people’s livelihood He
balieved that Sun was a bright sincers progressive revoluionary. However, Sun's appointment of Wang
Seik, an old generl of the old Dynasty, was = serious mistake. My father told me about the Korean
bourgeois moverment when [ was youne. Father very much regvetted that Kim Ok Gyun's reform

it and advocated that the Korean people alone were capable of uplifiing tl

from poverty and backwardness. The crowd liked what they heard; among the crowd

! was Oh Dong Jin, who was so moved by my father's speech on that day, he devoted his
1ifa to patriotic activities. From 1913 on, Oh, usmg retail business 2= a gwse, travelad to
Seoul, Pyongyang, Sinyiju and other major cifies in Korea and China. He used to drop
m to to see my father and they would spend hows discussing anfi-Japanese

al:trntr_-i {Photo: Gh Dong Jin in prizen).

By that time, Oh Dong Jin had become 2 household name. He was from a wealthy prominent £amily and
he could have led a comfortable life, but instead, bo chose the difficult and dengerous path of anti-

had failed in less than three years since its inception; he believed that Kim's charters for
buman rights, equality, anti-illiteracy and equal opportunity were just right for Korea. Kim's covert
atternpt at breaking the age-old yoke of client state ralation with China was patriotic. 1 believed that
Kim Ok Gyun was a ‘patriot and I wondered if his reform had ded, Korea's

Years later, Kim Ok Gyun's movement was viewed in light of self reliancs (uche). Many of our history
teachers branded Kim pro-Japanese and sven after bberation, o historians tagzed him pro-Tapanese
because he sought Japanese axsistance in readying his reform I think it is not right to label him 50, and T
bave told the historians that although Kim's failue to mobilize the people behind his reform was 2
mistake, his reliznca on Tapanesa was not by itself 3 bad thing He nsed tha Tapanase to firther his,
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